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It was also in part due to his fight on the matter that
the Constitution of the country was subsequently altered
to provide that future United States Senators should be
elected by the popular vote of the people, and not by
the party committees in the different States.

This happened in 1911. The following year a presi-
dential election was due. The Republican candidates
were W. H. Taft and Theodore Roosevelt, and after a
dispute, in which Franklin Roosevelt took a prominent
part, Woodrow Wilson was nominated the Democratic
candidate. In the campaign which followed, Wilson
was successful and was elected President, and when
he took office in March, 1913, he offered Franklin
Roosevelt the post of Assistant-Secretary of the Navy
under Josephus Daniels. Here was a job above all
others which appealed to him. Roosevelt accepted at
once, resigned his senatorship of New York State, and
on March 17, 1913, took the oath of office. He was
thirty-one years of age.

Franklin Roosevelt's new post was an important one,
and it became still more so when in August, 1914, the
first World War broke out in Europe. At that time the
American navy was ill-prepared for war, and President
Wilson, who hated war and wished above all things to
keep his country out of hostilities, did not encourage its
reform. He maintained that, though America might
eventually be drawn into the fight, she must not go out
of her way to prepare herself for. war lest future his-
torians should fasten war guilt upon her. This was an atti-
tude Roosevelt could not understand. Of all Americans he
was the least isolationist. He knew that a great nation